
 
 

Hospital Rate Increase         2/4/2026 

Executive High-Level Summary: 

DHS 120.09 requires hospitals to publicly disclose planned price increases for patient 
services by publishing a standardized notice in a local newspaper 30–45 days before the 
increase takes effect. The notice must clearly state the hospital’s identity, fiscal year, 
effective date of the increase, the total anticipated annualized percentage increase, details 
of recent prior increases, and a line-item breakdown of each service or charge being 
increased showing current and proposed prices, dollar and percentage changes. Hospitals 
must also explain the reason for the increase, follow specific formatting requirements to 
ensure visibility, and provide sufficient detail to allow the public to understand the scope 
and impact of the proposed price changes. 

------------- 

What you need to know about in DHS 120.09  

This rule tells hospitals when and how they must publicly notify people if they plan to raise 
prices for certain patient services. 

Link to the Admin Rule: https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/dhs/110/120  

 

Key definitions (what the terms mean) 

• Annualized percentage: An estimate of how much the price increase will raise the 
hospital’s total revenue over a full year. 

• Consumer Price Index (CPI) change: The year-to-year percentage change in the 
CPI, used as a benchmark for inflation. 

• Charge element: A specific billable item or service (like room and board, lab tests, 
supplies, etc.) listed on a standard hospital bill. 

• Class 1 notice: A public notice published at least once in a local newspaper. 

• Room and board: Charges related to staying in a private or semi-private hospital 
room, including related services. 

 

https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/dhs/110/120
https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/code/admin_code/dhs/110/120


 
 

When notice is required 

If a hospital plans a reportable price increase, it must: 

• Publish a public notice no earlier than 45 days and no later than 30 days before 
the increase takes effect. 

• Publish the notice in a local newspaper where people in the community are likely to 
see it. 

 

What the notice must look like 

• The title must be bold, all capital letters, and at least 18-point font. 

• The rest of the text must be at least 10-point font. 

• All numbers must be written as numerals (not words). 

 

What information the notice must include 

DHS requires the notice to include all of the following, in this order: 

1. A title: 
“NOTICE OF PROPOSED HOSPITAL PRICE INCREASE FOR [Hospital Name]” 

2. The hospital’s address. 

3. The start and end dates of the hospital’s fiscal year. 

4. The total expected price increase, shown as an annualized percentage. 

5. The date the increase will take effect. 

6. The date and size of the hospital’s most recent prior price increase. 

7. Any other price increases in the year before that, including dates and 
percentages. 

 

 



 
 

8. A list of each specific service or charge being increased, showing for each: 

o Current price per unit 

o Proposed new price per unit 

o Dollar amount of the increase 

o Percentage increase 

9. A clear explanation of why the hospital is raising prices.  

10. Sample Notice of Hospital Price Increase  

 

 

 

 



 
 

Bottom line 

Before a hospital raises prices, it must give the public advance notice, clearly explain 
how much prices are increasing, which services are affected, how recent increases 
compare, and why the increase is happening — all in a standardized, easy-to-find public 
format. 

Questions/Issues 

For questions or issues with uploading the data on the Rate Increase site, please contact 
Cindy Case at ccase@wha.org 
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